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Mission Statement      General Information 
 
St. Joseph’s Catholic School is a private, Roman Catholic, co-educational, 
college-preparatory day school recognized and approved by and within the 
Diocese of Charleston.  St. Joseph’s seeks academic excellence and 
strives to form the minds, hearts, and souls of its students in the likeness 
of Christ. 
 
St. Joseph’s Catholic School will… 

�� create a joyful Catholic school culture rooted in the sacramental 
life of the Church. 

�� pursue a rigorous, liberal arts curriculum designed to develop a 
Catholic/Christian vision of the world, of life, of culture, and of 
history. 

�� provide students of college-preparatory abilities with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in higher education 
and in life. 

�� encourage students to participate in co-curricular activities, 
which complement and enrich their academic studies. 

�� welcome students of other religious backgrounds in an 
atmosphere of Christian love. 

�� nurture each student’s awareness of his or her unique God-
given vocation and foster his or her desire to live out that call 
for the glory of God and for the good of others. 

The school, founded in 1993 in response to the need for Catholic 
secondary education in Upstate South Carolina, has rapidly expanded its 
enrollment, facilities, and programs, moving to its present 36-acre campus 
in 1998.  (A middle school for grades 6-8 was opened in August 2003).  
The school admits students who are working at or above grade level with a 
strong desire to learn.  Admissions decisions are based upon standardized 
admissions test results, previous school grades, English and mathematics 
teacher recommendations, and personal student and family interviews.  
Approximately 40% of our families receive tuition assistance. 
 
In addition to completing a traditional, college preparatory, liberal arts 
curriculum, including the arts, the humanities, the sciences, and a four-year 
program of Catholic theology, students graduating from St. Joseph’s 
Catholic School complete an additional sixty-five hours of community 
service.  The school offers a full range of services to help with the college 
search process, standardized testing, the scheduling of courses, and the 
search for scholarship opportunities. St. Joseph’s also offers the St. 
Thomas Aquinas Program, a program designed to serve a small group of 
college-bound students with mild language and/or learning disabilities. 
Over fifty co-curricular sports, activities, and clubs are represented on St. 
Joseph’s campus.   
 

 
 
Headmaster:   Keith F. Kiser   Director, College Counseling:   Virginia Cotter 
CEEB Code:   410-902    Calendar:   Semesters 
 
Enrollment:    Coeducational, Grades 9-12,  

269 students - Grade 9 (87), Grade 10 (73), Grade 11 (59), Grade 12 (50) 
Average Class Size:  17     
Student-Faculty Ratio:  13:1 
 
Accreditations and Affiliations: St. Joseph’s is accredited by the South Carolina Independent School Association. In addition, the 
school holds membership in or is affiliated with the following institutions:  the National Catholic Education Association, the National 
Association of Private Catholic and Independent Schools, the Palmetto Association of Independent Schools, the College Board, the 
National Associations of Secondary School Principals, and The Southern Association of College Admissions Counselors. 
 
Honor Code:  The St. Joseph’s Honor Code is an integral part of our school community. At the heart of the honor code is respect for the 
dignity of the human person.  Lying, cheating, stealing, and tolerating those who do are damaging to a student’s moral virtue and to the 
reputation of our school.  Taking responsibility for one’s actions is vital to the maturity of each individual. 
 
S.A.T. I Summary: 

  Class Size___Cr. R.     Math     Composite 
 
Class of 2002:       27           616          581           1197 
Class of 2003:       33           605          576           1181 
Class of 2004:       49           610          608           1218 
Class of 2005:       63            613          599           1212 
Class of 2006:       58           592          606           1198 
Class of 2007:               66                612          615           1227 
 
3 year weighted average (2004-2007):              1212 
                 
  

PSAT Information: 
October 2006 Cr. R. Math Writing       Index 
 
Sophomores 53 52 51  156 
Highest Score 78 73 80  231 
Juniors  57 58 56  171 
Highest Score 80 80 78  238 
 
Class of 2004 5 National Merit Scholars; 2 Commended 
Class of 2005 2 National Merit Scholars; 1 Commended 
Class of 2006 2 National Merit Scholars; 4 Commended 
Class of 2007 3 National Merit Scholars; 4 Commended 
Class of 2008 3 National Merit Scholars; 3 Commended
   
 



Graduation Requirements:  Twenty-five and one-half high school credits are required for graduation, as enumerated below.  Ninth 
graders must carry at least six credit hours, while all other students must carry at least 6.5 credits each academic year.  All courses are 
college-preparatory and many academic courses are offered at three levels:  college preparatory, Honors, and Advanced Placement.  
Honors courses are offered in math, science, English, and foreign language and are designated as such on the student’s transcript. The 
following Advanced Placement courses are offered:  AP English, AP French, AP Spanish, AP Calculus AB/BC, AP Statistics, AP 
Biology, AP Chemistry, AP European History, AP Government and Economics, and AP U.S. History.  
 
 In 2007, 88 students completed 181 AP exams with a score of ‘3’ or better achieved on 79% of the exams. Of the 143 ‘passing’ 
scores, a score of ‘4’ was earned on 59 exams and a score of ‘5’ was earned on 34 exams. 
 

Theology, English, and Math     4 credits each 
Science, History, and Foreign Language   3 credits each 
Computer Science and Fine Arts,    .5 credits each 
Physical Education                                                                                 1  credit 
Electives       2.5 credits 

 
Minimum Credits Required for Graduation  25.5 credits 

 
College/University Admissions:  St. Joseph's Catholic School graduated its first class in May of 1997, and there have now been a total 
of eleven graduating classes and 360 graduates. The following list is a selective representation from the past six years of the colleges and 
universities to which students from these graduating classes have been accepted. For a complete list, please visit our web site. 
 
 
*Agnes Scott College 
*American University 
*Appalachian State University 
  Arizona State University 
*Auburn University 
*Ball State University 
*Barnard College 
*Baylor University 
  Bellarmine University 
*Belmont Abbey College 
*Belmont University 
*Benedictine University 
*Berry College 
*Boston College 
*Boston University 
*Bowling Green State University 
*Bucknell University 
  Carnegie Mellon University 
*Catawba College 
*Catholic University of America 
  Charleston Southern University 
*Clemson University 
*Coastal Carolina University 
*Coker College 
*College of Charleston 
*College of the Holy Cross 
  College of William and Mary 
  Columbia College 
*Concordia University 
*Converse College 
  Cornell University 
*Creighton University 
  Davidson College 
*DePaul University 
  Duke University 
*Elon University 
  Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
*Emory University 
*Erskine College 
  Florida State University 
  Fordham University 
*Francis Marion University 
*Franciscan University of 
  Steubenville 

*Furman University 
  Georgetown University 
  Georgia Institute of Technology 
*Gonzaga University 
  Grove City College 
  Hampden-Sydney College 
*High Point University 
*Hope College 
*Ithaca College 
  John Carroll University 
  Johns Hopkins University 
 *Lander University 
  Louisiana State University 
  Loyola University, Chicago 
  Loyola University, New Orleans 
  Marquette University 
*Mars Hill College 
  Marymount University 
*Massachusetts Institute of 
  Technology (M.I.T.) 
*Mercer University 
*Middlebury College 
  Mount Saint Mary’s College 
  New York University 
  North Carolina State University 
*Northwestern University 
  Oglethorpe University 
  Oxford College of Emory University 
  Penn State University 
*Presbyterian College 
  Purdue University 
  Randolph-Macon Woman's College 
  Randolph-Macon College 
*Rhodes College 
*Rice University 
  Rollins College 
  Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
*Samford University 
*Savannah College of Art and Design 
  Seton Hall University 
  Sewanee: The University of the South 
  Skidmore College 
*Southern Catholic College 
*St. Bonaventure University 

  St. John's University, NY 
  St. Louis University 
*St. Mary's College, IN 
*Sweet Briar College 
  Temple University 
  The Art Institute of Chicago 
*The Citadel 
*United States Military Academy 
*University of Colorado, Boulder  
*University of Dallas 
  University of Dayton 
*University of Evansville 
  University of Georgia 
*University of Illinois 
*University of Miami, FL 
  University of Mississippi 
*University of North Carolina, 
  Chapel Hill 
*University of North Carolina, 
  Greensboro, Asheville 
*University of Notre Dame 
  University of Rhode Island 
*University of South Carolina 
*University of South Carolina, 
  Upstate 
*University of Southern California 
  University of Tennessee 
  University of Texas, Dallas 
*University of Utah 
  University of Virginia 
  Valparaiso University 
  Vanderbilt University 
*Villanova University 
*Virginia Military Institute 
*Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
  State University 
*Wake Forest University 
*Washington and Lee University 
  Washington University in St. Louis 
*Wingate University 
*Winthrop University 
*Wofford College 
*Xavier University, Cincinnati 

 
* have attended or currently are attending
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Grading System:  Evaluation of a student’s academic performance is reported quarterly using percentage grades.  Letter grade, quality 
point equivalents, and this year’s graduating class distribution are listed below.  All graded courses completed at SJCS are included in the 
cumulative grade point average according to the amount of credit the course receives.  Honors courses receive an additional half point 
weighting and Advanced Placement courses receive an additional quality point weighting in the numerical grade point average as 
prescribed by the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale (listed on reverse page), with a more stringent exception added in that no 
points are awarded for a grade at St. Joseph’s less than 70.  
 

Grading Information 
 

Percent  Weighted GPA  Letter  # from the Class of 2008  
 93-100  4.0-4.94*   A  12    

  85-92  3.0-3.99   B  25   
  77-84  2.0-2.99   C  10 
  70-76  1.0-1.99   D  3 
  Below 70  0.0   F  0 
 
* Note:  This was the highest weighted GPA at the end of junior year for members of the Class of 2008 even though the SC Uniform 
Grading Scale on the reverse side goes as high as 5.87. 
 
Standardized Testing Information: 
 

SAT 1 and ACT Scores for the Class of 2008  (as of July, 2007) 
          

      Average/Mean   Middle 50% Range of Scores 
 
  SAT 1  Cr. Reading 582   530-620 
 
  SAT 1  Math  613   550-670 
   
  SAT 1 Writing                      594                                          520-650 
   

Tri-Composite                      1789            
 
  ACT    25     21-27 
 
Additional Information: 

· The 2007 Catholic High School Honor Roll, designed to recognize those schools that excel in Academic Excellence, Catholic Identity, and 
Civic Education, again recognized St. Joseph’s Catholic School as one of the “Top 50” schools from the nearly 1,300 Catholic high schools 
nationwide invited to apply for consideration. Inclusion on the Honor Roll indicates outstanding success in each of the disciplines examined. In 
addition to the "Top 50" honor, St. Joseph's also ranked once again among the “Top 25”  finalists in Academic Excellence.   The Honor Roll is 
produced in consultation with a national advisory board comprised of Catholic college presidents and noted Catholic scholars. For more 
information, visit www.chshonor.org. 

 
· The National Merit Scholarship Competition recognized six seniors out of fifty from the Class of 2008.  Three students were named National 

Merit Semi-Finalists, ranking them in the top one percent of the nation's high school students, and three others were named Commended 
Students, ranking them in the nation's top five percent.  In addition, one senior was named a Semi-Finalist in the 2008 National Achievement 
Scholarship Program, an academic competition for black American high school students. 

 
· The sixty-six members of the Class of 2007 earned forty-two South Carolina Life Scholarships, eleven Palmetto Fellows Scholarships, five 

full-tuition scholarships, and more than $4 million in college scholarship offers.  
 

· Within the South Carolina Independent School Association (SCISA) Athletic League, the 2006-2007 school year produced two state 
champions: Boys Swimming and Varsity Boys Soccer. Girls Cross Country, Boys Cross Country, Girls Swimming, and Varsity Girls Soccer 
all placed second in the state. The Wrestling Team finished fourth in the state, with two wrestlers being crowned State Champions in their 
individual weight class.  

 
· Thirty high school students received the SCISA Scholar-Athlete Award by earning a 3.5 GPA and lettering in two varsity sports. Twenty high 

school athletes were named to SCISA All-State Teams and three high school athletes were voted "Player of the Year" in their various 
sports. Two SJCS coaches were named "Coach of the Year."  

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Grading Scale: Grade Point Average (GPA) 
 

% College 
Prep 

Honors  AP 

100 4.87 5.37 5.87 
99 4.75 5.25 5.75 
98 4.62 5.12 5.62 
97 4.5 5.0 5.5 
96 4.37 4.87 5.37 
95 4.25 4.75 5.25 
94 4.12 4.62 5.12 
93 4.0 4.5 5.0 
92 3.87 4.37 4.87 
91 3.75 4.25 4.75 
90 3.62 4.12 4.62 
89 3.5 4.0 4.5 
88 3.37 3.87 4.37 
87 3.25 3.75 4.25 
86 3.12 3.62 4.12 
85 3.0 3.50 4.0 
84 2.87 3.37 3.87 
83 2.75 3.25 3.75 
82 2.62 3.12 3.62 
81 2.5 3.0 3.5 
80 2.37 2.87 3.37 
79 2.25 2.75 3.25 
78 2.12 2.62 3.12 
77 2.0 2.5 3.0 
76 1.86 2.36 2.86 
75 1.72 2.22 2.72 
74 1.57 2.07 2.57 
72 1.29 1.79 2.29 
71 1.14 1.64 2.14 
70 1.0 1.50 2.0 

69-0 0  0 0 
 

 
 
 


